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Hacked to Death 
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Chapter One: What a Drag 

 

Jack English parked across the street from a 

large brick, mid-century ranch house on an 

oversized lot. It was on Montpelier Avenue in 

Absecon, New Jersey a small town across the back 

bay from Atlantic City. The house was 

unremarkable except for the Lamborghini and two 

Ferraris parked in the driveway. A half million 

dollars’ worth of cars was bound to be noticed. 

He approached the house cautiously. The front 

door was open a crack. Iron Butterfly’s In-A-

Gadda-Da-Vida was playing. The bass was 

cranked all the way up. He could feel it in his 

bones. 

He knocked on the partly opened door. “Hello? 

Anybody home?” He didn’t get a response and 

pushed the door open with his fingertips. There 

were blood streaks on the floor. Whoever was 

bleeding had been dragged down the hall and 

around the corner. 

He pressed himself against the wall and 

followed the bloody drag marks, taking care not to 

step on them. The drag marks led to what would 

have be a den in most homes. But this room looked 

more like a computer lab than a den. There was a 

rack of computer processors against one wall. 
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Three worktables had oversized computer 

monitors on them. Cables hung like the threads of 

a spiderweb from the ceiling.  

Three bodies lay in the center of the room. One 

of the bodies had a double tap to the chest. The 

drag marks led to that body. The other two people 

had been shot in the head, execution style. The 

bodies were lined up next each other like sausages 

in a pan. A computer printed note had been left on 

the chest of one of the victims. It said, Hacking is 

Death.  

 

 

Hacked to Death should be available by 

Election Day 2020 

 

 

More Jack English Novels and Short Stories 
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